POLITICS AND POLITICIANS
manent organization of manufacturing interests,
employing and employed, might attain to undue
power ; but fortunately it has been the policy
of the present Government to prevent this by
the establishment of an Independent Tariff Com-
mission whose assent to new duties has to be
obtained.
The demands on the time of Members of
Parliament have grown greater and greater with
the extension of the franchise. Party organiza-
tions that were adapted to bodies of 15,000
voters have become quite insufficient for 60,000.
Local branches have become semi-independent
bodies, and the central councils or executives that
might be expected to control them have them-
selves become large, unwieldy, and difficult to
direct. All this means many more people than
formerly with a status that gives them a claim
on their member, and that claim is often incon-
siderately used. The real work of a member is
quite lost sight of in the desire to parade him
locally, and it is more important for him to go
round the fetes (if possible with a smiling wife)
than to sit down to the hard unreported drudgery
of the parliamentary daily task. It is by capacity
for the former rather than the ktter function
that at least Conservative organizations too often
choose their candidates and judge their members;
and yet, if a member misses an important division
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